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FILM REVIEW of “FLYABOUT” by Monika Petrillo

Review by Gretchen Reed
Motivation to achieve goals can be an elusive, highly variable quality for many people. Monika Petrillo, a 24-year-old private pilot from California, was motivated by a fear of “waking up at age 82 and realizing I hadn’t lived the life I wanted to live.”

So, after getting her private license and with only 140 hours of flying time, she went to Australia intending to clear her head by circumnavigating the continent aerially. She likened her goal to the type of soul-searching the Aborigines do on their “Walkabouts” in the bush country.

Monika had inspired her father to get his pilot’s license when he was 58, so accompanied by him, her brother and his wife, the four flew a small Cessna as part of a convoy of five airplanes. An unanticipated conflict arose when Monika, uncertain of her father’s landing abilities in windy conditions, took over the controls. The role reversal, so familiar to parents and their adult offspring, left lingering emotional wounds for both of them. In spite of these unforeseen issues and bad weather over unfamiliar terrain, it was the kind of flying she had always dreamed about. The journey lasted four weeks and added 70 hours to Monika’s logbook.

Monika herself produced and directed the documentary using the film taken by both her and her father; it even includes some appealing views of Aussie critters. Her gentle voice narration suits the degree of introspection the flight inspired. Soft, well-chosen music accompanies the narration perfectly and never overpowers the visual effects. The aerial photography is awe-inspiringly beautiful, capturing many of Australia’s unique landmarks in a 74-minute sage of one young woman living her dream.

